Candidates for the 2017 ISSSS Executive Committee

Candidates for President (2).
Jim Rhoads,
Ph.D. Professor of
Political Science,
Westminster College (PA
– USA),

Professional Background
Jim Rhoads is Professor of Political Science at Westminster College (PA – USA), where
he has taught courses in American Politics, Political Psychology, Methodology, and
Popular Culture for the past twenty-five years.
Experience of Q methodology and contribution to ISSSS
Rhoads has previously held the following positions in I4S: President (2004-05); VicePresident (2003-04, 2015-2017); and Secretary (2001-02 and 2002-03). He has published
numerous articles using Q Methodology, and has made over 50 presentations at national
and international conferences. In addition Rhoads serves on the Editorial Board of
Operant Subjectivity, and has guest Edited four separate issues (2002, 2009, 2014, 2017 forthcoming). He served as program chair for the 20th I4S Meeting in Athens, GA. (2004),
and conference host/program chair for both the 28th I4S Meeting in Pittsburgh (2012) and
the 32nd Meeting in New Orleans (2016).
In addition to maintaining the strengths of the Society, Rhoads would like to focus on
growing the membership of I4S, including new ways to market the Society; forming a
task force to encourage the development of future Q scholars, and continuing to find
stimulating and appealing locations to host annual meetings.
Rhoads earned a BA, an MA and a Ph.D. all from Kent State University.

Noori Akhtar-Danesh,
Ph.D (Newcastle),
Associate Professor of
Biostatistics, School of
Nursing, McMaster
University (Canada).

Professional Background
Dr. Akhtar-Danesh joined the School of Nursing (SON) at McMaster University as a
statistician in 2003 at the Assistant Professor level and later joined the Department of
Health Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact as an associate member. Dr. AkhtarDanesh has a Bachelor of Science in Statistics (Ferdowsi University), a Master of Science
in Biostatistics (Shiraz University), and a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Medical
Statistics (University of Newcastle upon Tyne). He is an applied statistician and research
methodologist with an interest in the development and application of statistical methods
in health research. His research interests include survival analysis, relative survival
analysis, modeling risk factors of obesity and depression, Q-methodology, and tool
questionnaire development.
Experience of Q methodology and contribution to ISSSS
Dr. Akhtar-Danesh is known as an expert in Q-methodology. He has published more than
120 articles of which 15 are on the application and theory of Q-methodology. He has
presented Q-methodology workshops at several international conferences. He also
developed the qfactor program for Q-methodology analysis which offers an attractive set
of options including all different factor extraction and factor rotation techniques in Stata.
Dr. Akhtar-Danesh has a vision to improve and increase the use of Q-methodology,
specifically, among graduate students. Dr. Akhtar-Danesh served as the vice president of
the International Society for the Subjective Study of Subjectivity (ISSSS) (2007-2008)
and the president of ISSSS (2008- 2009). He chaired the 24th Annual Q Conference in
Hamilton and collaborated on planning the 25th Q-Conference in St. Louis.

Candidates for Vice President (2).
Helen Mason
Ph.D. Reader (Associate
Professor) in Health
Economics, Glasgow
Caledonian University,
(Scotland).

Professional Background
My research focus is on understanding the views of the general public and patients on
health care to inform health care resource allocation. I teach Health Economics on the
MSc Public Health.
Experience of Q methodology and contribution to ISSSS
I conducted my first Q study in 2006 and have since been involved in 8 Q studies,
including one international study involving Q sorts in 10 countries. This has resulted in 8
publications and 2 book chapters. I have been at the forefront of developing Q based
survey methods. To develop and encourage early career researchers in Q methodology, I
have devised and delivered a specialist Q methodology reading course.
My involvement with ISSSS began with membership in 2006, during this time have
reviewed papers for Operant Subjectivity and abstracts for the annual ISSSS conference.
I am part of the organising committee for the 2017 conference in Glasgow. I have
previously assisted with the Birmingham Conference in 2011, organizing the program
alongside the conference host and Vice President and was part of the poster judging
panel. At the Amsterdam conference in 2013 I helped to deliver a beginners workshop.
My experience in organising previous ISSSS conferences places me in a good position to
operate in the role of Vice President with responsibility as research chair for the
conference.

Raffaele Zanoli
Ph.D, Professor of
Agricultural Economics
and Food Marketing &
Management, Università
Politecnica delle Marche,
Ancona, (Italy)

Professional Background, Experience of Q methodology and Contribution to ISSSS
Prof. Raffaele Zanoli (MA, PhD) is Professor of Agricultural Economics and Food
Marketing & Management at the Università Politecnica delle Marche (UNIVPM), Italy
and a senior principal research scientist with 18-years’ experience primarily related to the
economics and market analyses of the food sector.
He participated or coordinated a dozen of international research projects mostly EUfunded. He has been expert and consultant on organic farming for the European
Commission, the Swiss Federal Government, the Italian Government, and the FAO.
He is member of many scientific associations, among others: the European Association of
Agricultural Economics (EAAE), the International Society for the Scientific Study of
Subjectivity (ISSSS), the International Society for Organic Agriculture Research (of
which he is serving as board member). He is founder and currently president of the Italian
Research Association on Organic Farming (GRAB-IT) and has served in the board of the
Italian Society of Agricultural Economics (SIDEA).
He has authored more than 100 scientific papers and, with colleague Prof. Simona
Naspetti, developed the concept of a commercial software for means-end chain analysis
and laddering research (MecAnalyst Plus).
In his free time he enjoys hiking, skiing and scuba diving.

Candidates for Secretary (1).
Brandy B. Walker,
PhD. Public Servicer
Associate
J.W. Fanning Institute
for Leadership
Development
Public Service and
Outreach, University of
Georgia
Athens, GA, USA

Professional Background
I hold a Ph.D. in Learning, Design, and Technology, and am currently faculty at a
leadership institute in Public Service and Outreach at the University of Georgia.
Experience of Q methodology and Contribution to ISSSS
I first learned about Q-Methodology in 2011 when my advisor returned from a trip and
told me about a guy he met on the airplane who shared this “great new methodology” to
measure perceptions. We began to study the methodology and apply it to a project on
faculty perceptions of innovation in teaching and technology. My interest grew and I used
Q in my dissertation study on perceptions of conflict in mediation training. From there, I
became a true advocate for Q, promoting it in training and educational contexts across my
campus and beyond. I mentor graduate students and provide technical assistance to
faculty on my campus interested in using Q in their teaching and research. My interest in
Q extends to the design and development of tools to support real-time analysis in training
contexts, including a leadership development “game” using Q. I am currently testing a
fully online sorting tool that is being used in studies related to photo sorts, educational
leadership, and faculty perceptions of service-learning.
I appreciate the support received from I4S members in my journey and I am eager to
continue inviting new people to explore the promise of Q in their teaching, training, and
research. I have served in communication positions for other academic organizations, and
I would be honored to serve I4S as Secretary.

Candidates for Advisor (2).
Sue Ramlo,
PhD, Professor of
General Technology –
Physics & Professor of
Physics, The University
of Akron, Akron, OH,
USA

Professional Background & Experience of Q methodology
In 2004 I was introduced to Q and joined I4S. I remember fondly my first Q conference
in Athens, Georgia where quite a fuss was made about me being a physicist – at the time I
had no idea Stephenson had also been a physicist. During these last 14 years, I have
published 32 Q journal articles and a book-chapter with a second Q book-chapter in
process. My Q research goals have extended beyond applications of Q into exploring the
philosophical, ontological, and epistemological aspects of the greater methodology most
often within an inherently mixed-methods framework. I have visited the Stephenson
Archives at The State Historical Society of Missouri in Columbia as well as Stephenson’s
former home library. My Suzy-Q YouTube channel often receives praise for its
helpfulness to new Q researchers. I have taught physics, education, technology, and Q
courses during my 23 years on the faculty of The University of Akron.
Contribution to ISSSS
I have held several I4S executive board positions (vice president, conference host,
president, past president, and advisor) and previously served on the editorial board of
Operant Subjectivity. I review Q manuscripts for other journals. As Advisor, I have
especially enjoyed mentoring new Q researchers and collaborating with those more
established. I believe I4S is in a transitional stage as our methodology becomes more
international in scope and more broadly applied. Our society can play a pivotal role in
ensuring that our broadening community has access to important documents, texts, and
other resources.

Diane Montgomery
Regents Professor
Emerita of Educational
Psychology at Oklahoma
State University (USA).

Amanda Wolf
School of Government,
Victoria University of
Wellington (New
Zealand).

Nomination to a share the position of ISSSS Advisor.
Experience of Q methodology and contribution to ISSSS
Diane Montgomery, Regents Professor Emerita of Educational Psychology at Oklahoma
State University, is a charter member of I4S and has served as President (along with
associated offices of Vice President and Past President). For over 25 years, Diane was
professor of doctoral coursework that exclusively investigated Q methodology, which
introduced Q to hundreds of graduate students, faculty members, and colleagues.
Directing over 100 dissertations or theses (many of them using Q methodology), Diane
now mentors students and colleagues to publish their Q studies. She guest-edited an issue
of Operant Subjectivity on using Q methodology in education. As a Q researcher and
educator, she has presented Q methodology research in Brazil, Norway, China and
several other countries. Finally, Diane has shown her support of I4S by sharing nearly 70
papers of student and faculty research at past conferences and offering introductory and
advanced pre-conference workshops.
\
Amanda Wolf, School of Government, Victoria University of Wellington, has been a Qmethodology practitioner and scholar for 20 years. She is immediate past Editor of
Operant Subjectivity (2005–2013) and continues on the Editorial Board. In addition to
presenting methodologically oriented papers at most annual Q conferences, Amanda
periodically offers a summer course in Q methodology and other workshops. Among
Amanda’s highlights as a Q methodologist are case studies for SAGE Research Methods
Cases on ‘Understanding Q-methodology data abductively’, ‘Q methodology to inform
policy’, and ‘The interview in Q methodology’. She has supervised/cosupervised/examined Q-methodology focused doctoral theses and advised academic
researchers seeking grants (most recently in support of an application to the British
Academy, for example).
We seek to serve the Society jointly in the position of Advisor. The role has significant
potential to benefit Q-methodology researchers worldwide. Together, in addition to
deepen expertise and experience with Q methodology, we can ensure a full coverage of
the role with respect to awards and scholarships, grant proposals and other initiatives as
set out in the role description.

Candidates for Treasurer (1).
Mark Popovich,
PhD, Professor Emeritus,
Department of
Journalism, at Ball State
University (IN. USA)

Professional background.
Dr. Mark Popovich, Professor Emeritus, Department of Journalism, at Ball State
University in Muncie, IN. USA, is a former director of graduate studies and department
chair at BSU. He taught media law and media research methods classes including QMethodology. He has published numerous Q studies in various media research journals
and he was guest editor of Operant Subjectivity, Vol. 26, No. 1.
Experience of Q methodology and contribution to ISSSS
Popovich has been treasurer of ISSSS since 2002. He was instrumental in moving ISSSS
into U.S. non-profit organizational tax status in 2006, and incorporating ISSSS in the
State of Missouri, where ISSSS was established. He is the producer of a CD-ROM for
the first 36 volumes of Operant Subjectivity, which was created as a fund-raising activity
for the ISSSS. He is a charter member of the organization, and he was the first recipient
of the ISSSS Service Award in 2012. He was host for the 17th (Ball State University)
and 25th (St. Louis) conferences, and he voluntarily serves as conference site inspector.
He served as ISSSS vice-president, and president, 2000-2002.

Returning officer: Dr Stephen Jeffares, President ISSSS.
s.r.jeffares@bham.ac.uk

